
T.
Formreli

Seinnu 6rini hevur mangan verid borid upp 6 m6l i Sk6gfridingarnevndini, at
ynskiligt hevdi verid vid eini b6kligari frdsogn um arbei6i6 vid royndunum at
gr6durseta trt og runnar her i F6royum. A nordurlendskum fundi fyri trreplantu-
frodingar f 1985 vard eisini vfst 6 tarvrn eftir b6kligum tilfari um foroysku royndir-
nar .

Tii tad somuleidis f 1985 v6ru l idin 100 5r sidan fyrstu royndina at gr6durseta eina
vidarlund i Foroyum', gjordi Sk6gfridingarnevndin av at skipa fyri ftgSvu av einum
b6klingi um hesi evni. Avtala vard gjord vid Foroya Fr6dskaparfelag at geva

b6kina ft sum Supplementum til Fr6dskaparrit.
Andrias HOjgaard, formadur Sk6gfridingarnevndarinnar, J6hannes J6hansen,

Ndttfirugripasavnid og Soren Adum, Arboretet f Horsholm, t6ku d seg ritstj6rn-
ararbeidid. Thb eydnadist at fila tilfar frii rithovundum fr Foroyum og flestu
grannalondum okkara. Ffggjarl iga gjOrdist b6karritg6van mogulig, peningagdvufr6
Foroya Sparikassa at takka.

Flest av okkum vita, at eingi trd vaksa natrirl iga f Foroyum. Kortini kenna vit t i l
sk6garvokstur her i fyrndini; leivdirnar av hesum er kolid, vit kunnu br6ta rir
jOrdini. Somuleidis vita vit, at oyggjarnar v6ru kjarrvaksnar i st6rum pOrtum av
li iglendinum undan landn6minum. N6gv hava ivaleyst eisini l isid sognina um 6lav
Halga og bod hansara um, at tad, id i idur vendi upp f Foroyum, skuldi venda ni0ur,
og tad, id vendi nidur, venda upp. Soleidis, sigur sognin, skuldi sk6gurin f Foroyum
hv0rva.

i fleiri sOgukeldum verdur nevnt, at f6lk hava roynt at fira trt og runnar at vaksa
her 6 landi. Fyrstu vreleydnabu royndirnar vid trreplanting i urtagordum komu t6
ikki fyrr enn f seinnu helvt av 19. Old. i 1880-iirunum mentist eisini hugsanin um
stOrri samanhangandi 6ki plantad vid tr@um - vidarlundir. Ikki fyrr enn fyrst i hesi

Oldini kom t6 rattulig gongd 6. Hetta kunnu vit takka monnum sum Dj6na f Geil
og Ti6ndi Hansen fyri, bddir havnarmenn vid st6rum 6huga fyri traeplanting.
Somuleidis er at nevna dygdararbeidid, id sk6garfrodingurin C. E. Flensborg fr6
Det Danske Hedeselskab gjordi fyri trreplantingararbeidid f Foroyum. Ti6ndur
Hansen var fyrsti foroyingur, id arbeiddi burturav vid vidarlundunum. Nresti f6r-
oyingurin var Hans Debes. Alla tfdina, heilt fram ti l aftan 6 seinna heimsbardaga,
var vibarlundarti ltakid undir leidslu Flensborgs.

Sum tidin leid, kom ein Sk6gfridingarnevnd (Faroernes Plantageudvalg), i0
skuldi fyriskipa plantingararbeidid og seinni, i 1952, vard arbeidid skipad sambrert
lOgtingsl69 um vidarlundir. Alla t(dina plantad hevur veri6 i vidarlundunum, hevur
arbeidid verid figgjad rir Foroyum, fyrst og fremst av Foroya lOgtingi. Av foroysku



kommununum hevur serliga T6rshavnar kommuna vist m6linum st6ran Shuga og
vrelvild. i tqOS eydnadist Sk6gfridingarnevndini at fila figging til eitt fast skipad
starv sum sk6gffti, og t6k Leivur Ti6nd Hansen vi6 hesum starvi tr4. Um hetta
mundid v6ru E. A. BjOrk, H. J. Jacobsen (Hedin Brri) og Kjartan Mohr, all ir sera
6huga6ir fyri trrplantingararbeidnum, limir f Sk6gfridingarnevndini. S(Oan 1976
hava Fdroyar verid sj6lvst6dugur luttakari i nordurlendskum samstarvi um roynd-
ararbeidi viO tr@um og runnum gjOgnum limaskap ( Nordisk Arboretudvalg. Sam-
starvid hevur veri6 serliga gott vid Arboretet f Horsholm, id er partur av danska
Kgl. Veterinar- og LandbohOjskole . i 19gl samtykti Foroya landsstyri, eftir 6heit-
an frii Skdgfri0ingarnevndini, at arbei6i6 vid vidarlundunum i Foroyum framvegis
verdur fyriskipad av stovninum Sk6grokt Landsins undir leidslu av einum lands-
sk6garv@rdi og vid eftirliti av Sk6gfriOingarnevndini.

T6 henda b6kin f6r til prentingar, hevdi Sk6gfridingarnevndin hesar limir:
Andrias HOjgaard, formaOur, Arni Olsen, skrivari, Ejler Djurhuus, Poul Michel-
sen og Niels Petur Nolsoe. Landssk5garvordur er Ti6ndur G. Leivsson, forstkand-
idatur.

Thd er v6n okkara, at b6kin kann vera vid til at n4ra um 6hugan fyri traplanting-
ini i F6royur, badi f viOarlundum og urtagorbuffi, og somuleiOis vera til nyttu hj6
okkara samstarvsfeloeum uttanlands.

Sk6gfri6ingarnevndin

Rektarin 6F'roya Lreraraskfla Andrias HOjgaard, landsstyrisvaldur limur i Sk6g-
fridingarnevndini frd 1975 til hann 17. september 1988 doydi, 64 6ra gamal, var alla
tfdina formadur hennara.

Fyri sk6gfridingarnevndina er missurin s6rur. Verkliga var hann alla vegir dygg-
ur, ikki minst f sambondunum ft um oyggjarnar. Hugsj6narliga var hann eitt
undangonguf6lk.

Upphavliga ritadi hann formaelid til hesa b6kina.



L.
Foreword

The Forestry Commission of the Faroe Islands has for some years expressed its
wishes for a publication dealing with the planting efforts carried out till now in the
islands. At a Nordic meeting in 1985, dendrologists and foresters also did encour-
age initiatives for such a survey of the planting experiments.

As 1985 marked the 100-years anniversary of the first effort of establishing a
plantation at T6rshavn, the Forestry Commission decided to publish a book in
cooperation with the Fr6dskaparfelag as a supplementum of Annales Societatis
Scientiarum Freroensis.

Andrias HOjgaard (chairman of the Commission), J6hannes J6hansen (curator
of Faroese Museum of Natural History), and Soren @dum (dendrologist at the
Arboretum in Hdrsholm) took responsibility for the editorial work. Thanks to
contributions from authors from the Faroe Islands and neighbouring countries and
to economic support from Foroya Sparikassi the present book could be printed.

It is a well known fact that no native species of trees grow in the Faroe Islands
today. During the Tertiary, forest vegetation established in a period between
volcanic eruptions, and is now represented as coal deposits, still being used as fuel.
Prior to the Landnam the lower altitudes of the islands were clad in scrub of willow
and juniper. Many may have read the legend about King 6lav the Saint, who
ordered that everything in the Faroe Islands, which was upright, should be turned
down and opposite, and that the woods for that reason disappeared from the
islands.

From historical sources it is known that people since the lTth century from time
to time have tried to plant trees and shrubs in the islands. But it was not until the
middle of the 19th century that tree-planting efforts in some gardens really suc-
ceeded. This lead to the interest in the establishment of a plantation, which after
unsuccessful attempts in the 1880'ies became a reality in the beginning of this
century. Pioneers were men from T6rshavn, not least Dj6ni i Geil and Ti6ndur
Hansen, who for long had paid interest in gardening and tree-planting. We shall
also mention the great work the Danish forester C.E. Flensborg from the Danish
Heath Society did for tree-planting in the Faroe Islands. Ti6ndur Hansen was the
first Faroese who worked full time with tree-planting. The next Faroese was Hans
Debes. All the time from his first visit 1902 and to the time after the World War II
Flensborg was in charge of the work.

Gradually developed what should become the Forestry Commission with respon-
sibility for old and new plantations and with duties confirmed in an act of 1952 by
the LOgting. All work in the plantations has since the beginning been financed by



local Faroese sources, particularly through the LOgting. Also the municipalities
around in the islands have paid interest in the establishment of plantations, espe-
cially T6rshavn to be mentioned. In 1968 the Forestry Commission obtained the
appropriation to appoint a forest ranger of the plantations. Leivur Ti6nd Hansen
was appointed and worked here unti l he retired in 1987. In the 1960'ies among
others E.A. Bjork, H.J. Jacobsen (Hedin Brf), and Kjartan Mohr, all devoted to
the tree-planting issue, were members of the Forestry Commission. Since 1976 the
Faroe Islands have been represented in the Nordic Arboretum Committee and
within this organization contributed with the testing of material of trees and shrubs
collected in the wild. There has particularly been a close cooperation with the
Arboretum in Hdrsholm. In 1987 the Faroese government (Landsstyri6) decided,
on the basis of a recommendation from the Forestry Commission, that the work
with establishing and maintaining plantations should be under the aegis of a public
institution, named Forestry Service of the Faroe Islands directed by a Chief
Conservator of Forests and with the Forestry Commission with the responsibility to
the polit ical authorit ies.

At the time preparing this book, the Forestry Commission was constituted by the
following members: Andrias HOjgaard (chairman), Arni Olsen (secretary), Ejler
Djurhuus, Poul Michelsen, and Niels Petur Nolsoe. Chief Conservator of Forests is
Ti6ndur G. Leivsson, graduated in forestry.

It is our hope that this book will contribute to an increasing interest in tree-
planting in the Faroe Islands, both for afforestation and gardening, and addition-
ally be of interest to collaborators and colleagues abroad.

Forestry Commission

Andrias HOjgaard, headmaster on the Teachers' College died 17. September 1988,
64 years old. He was elected member of the Forestry Commission by the Faroese
Government from 1975 and was chairman of the Commission all the time. Andrias
was a man of idealistic ambitions; he was keen and efficient not least with regard to
the connections to other countries. For the Forestry Commission his premature
death is a sad loss.

Originally he wrote the foreword to this book.
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